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The Parish 
 
The current benefice was created in 1977 when the two ancient parishes of 
Broxbourne (served by St Augustine’s) and Wormley (served by St Laurence) 
were united and the Broxbourne Vicarage was designated the residence of the 
incumbent.  The Parish (www.broxbournewithwormley.org.uk) extends from 
Cock Lane, Hoddesdon, to the north, to Hertford Regional College, Turnford in 
the south.  The population of the Parish is approximately 13,000 of whom 279 are 
on our electoral roll. 
 

********* 
 

The Parish of Broxbourne with Wormley forms part of the Borough of 
Broxbourne (www.broxbourne.gov.uk) which has a population of 100,000, and is 
very mixed in terms of affluence and deprivation. It is situated in south east 
Hertfordshire bordering the London Borough of Enfield to the South and Essex to 
the east (www.hertsdirect.gov.org). 
Broxbourne has easy road links to A10 (London to Cambridge) and M25.  There is 
a main-line station within walking distance of the Vicarage, with a regular service 
of trains to Cambridge and Liverpool Street, London.   Stansted Airport is less 
than 45 minutes drive away. The Vicarage is situated next to St Augustine’s 
Church and the Parish Centre overlooking the New River and the Broxbourne 
recreation ground, which is privately owned.  The Parish adjoins the Lee Valley 
Regional Park (www.leevalleypark.org.uk) which opens up to many walks, cycle 
rides and activities and will be home to 2012 Olympic Games.    
 

********* 
 

Two Church Schools, Broxbourne (C of E) Primary (VA) and Wormley (C of E) 
Primary (VC), are situated within the Parish, each of which has a seat reserved on 
the Governing Body for the Incumbent.  Pupils from both schools attend our 
churches for special festivals and the clergy are also invited to lead acts of 
collective worship within the schools.  There are two Secondary schools (11 – 18 
yrs) within the Parish, one of which is amongst the highest performing schools in 
Hertfordshire. 

 
********* 

 

The ministry of the Church includes an invitation to participate with various Trusts 
including almshouses. 

 
********* 

 
For an interactive map of the Parish please go to: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/parish/320107 
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Our experienced Parish 
Administrator , Mrs Lynda Dray, 
is employed for 16 hours per week 
(four mornings from 9.00am to 
1.00 pm). 

The Standing Committee meets 
prior to PCC meetings to 
prepare for these and transact 
any day to day business in order 
to allow PCC agendas to 
concentrate less on business 
matters and allows more time 
for wider discussion on matters 
of mission and outreach.  
 

��������
	��
��
� � St Augustine’s and St Laurence 

congregations join together for 
worship every fifth Sunday and 
for special services such as 
Maundy Thursday, Ascension 
Day.  There is a Parish Choir 
which includes members from 
both churches. 

At present we have a training  
Curate Rev. Simon Chapman and a 
Reader, Ray Slade.   
We are proud to be a training 
Parish and we would be happy and 
supportive for this to continue. 
 

Our PCC currently has ten members 
plus our Reader (ex officio), 
Treasurer, Secretary, two 
Churchwardens who serve the whole 
Parish and there is provision for 
more, if needed and a Deputy 
Warden who is also Deanery Synod 
Representative and Electoral Roll 
Officer.  We also have four Assistant 
Churchwardens, two of whom are 
not on the PCC.  In order to 
encourage more involvement from 
our Church family, particularly 
younger members, terms of 
membership are limited to four years 

We are one Parish with two 
places of Worship, St 
Augustine’s Broxbourne and St 
Laurence, Wormley, a Parish 
Centre and Church Rooms.  The 
Parish Office is located within 
the Parish Centre situated 
between St Augustine’s Church, 
Broxbourne and the Vicarage.   
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How we serve our communities 
 

Pattern of Services       Women’s Evening Group 
We have reviewed our service patterns to     A social group meeting fortnightly 
make them more inclusive and accessible to     during term time and contributing  
all ages and stages of discipleship.   much to Church life providing cakes 
Details of our current service patterns are and refreshments for our many social  
on page 10 of this profile. events. 
 

Children’s Church  
The PCC and Clergy prioritise the development    Men’s Breakfast  
of our ministry with children and families,     A new venture which has attracted a  
recognising that they are our future and an integral   number of our congregation and  
part of our Church today.       friends.  This was started in  
        recognition of the gap in ministry to 
Rhyme Time             men. 
Our most recent project has been        

to embrace and bring into our              
Church ministry an established 
week day morning pre-school group that focuses on               
where children can participate in          
music and faith based activities. 
This is open to all but we view it as 
an important way to draw in young        
families to our Church community.              Bible Study Groups 

               We have five groups 
                meeting in members’ homes 

Summer Holiday Club               at differing times and days 
Each year sees a hive of activity at the end of             to provide choice. 
the summer term when we join         
with our close neighbours at the URC to      Special Services 
provide an action-packed week of                                                       A number of services are held  
activities based on a Christian Theme.            throughout the year to celebrate 
Around 120 children are involved and it          festivals such as Christingle, Crib 
seems like the same number of adults                                            and Carol services, Mothering  
as everyone wants to join in the fun! Sunday, Memorial Service   

(Bereavement service),  
                  Harvest and Remembrance Day,   

                                            all of which are publicised to             
Youth Activities                                                                        encourage parishioners to   
There is a small but developing youth group                                     participate.   
that meets on a Sunday evening.  This was  
initiated by the two training curates within the     Residential Homes 
New River Ministry.  (see Page 13)                                               We have links with three homes  
                                                                                                        for the elderly people within the Parish. 
Bible Teaching                                                                                        
Helping people to grow in faith, through the Word    Prayer  
of God,  as revealed to us in Holy Scripture, is really    Both our Churches are open as  
our mission and purpose.  Bibles are available in all our    often as possible during the day  
pews and we encourage their use by announcing the page.    to provide opportunity for prayer. 

OUTREACH 
 

and 
 

EVANGELISM  

Alpha Course 
Our first Alpha course 
is running with 35-40 
people attending.  We 
now have potential 
leaders for future 
courses. 
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Children 
 
 
and 
 
 
Families 
 
 
 
 

 
     
            

    
A  Our Children’s Church is led and supported by a committed and growing group of Church 
members from across the Parish. 
We have an active and growing Children’s Church based at St Augustine’s which meets on a 
Sunday during the 11am service.  Currently there are three groups; under threes, three to five years 
and five to nine years.  The first Sunday of each month is an all age family service where families 
are encouraged to stay in Church, supported by books and bags of toys and activities available to 
all children. 

********** 

At St Laurence there is no specific room in which to hold a Children’s Church.  However, on the 
first Sunday of each month we regularly attract up to a dozen families to a service devised to appeal 
to all ages.   
 

E  As a parish we were instrumental in 
founding a joint Churches Together youth 
service – Fusion – which brings young 
people from the different denominations in 
the local area together for Bible teaching and 
Worship.  Fusion is well supported by the 
local Church clergy and the “Young Life” 
youth outreach team whose facilities we use.   
This is an exciting youth initiative that has 
huge potential for growth. 
 
 

D  Our local primary schools are usually invited to 
take part in special services providing additional 
links to the community. 
 
Our Parish Centre is home to two Brownie packs 
and several community groups. We regard these as 
valuable outreach within our communities. 
 

B  During the week, the Church runs a music and craft group, Rhyme Time, for pre-
school children from birth to four years.  The group aims to provide outreach to those 
families who are on the fringes of the Church or who have no connection with Church 
fellowship, as well as regular Church members.  The craft and music follows a 
Christian Theme and children’s worship songs are inter-mixed with more traditional 
nursery rhymes.  Coffee time allows for relationship building with parents and carers. 

C  We believe that relationships are the key to a growing Church and to 
such end we have regular social events to encourage families to feel that 
they are part of the wider Church family.  These include monthly parish 
lunches, a termly family lunch, all age Harvest supper, Pentecost in the 
Park (where we join with other groups under Churches Together) and 
pancake races for Lent.  Additionally, special services throughout the 
year aim to encourage families and less regular church attendees to feel 
welcome in the Church.  These include Mothering Sunday, Harvest, 
Remembrance Day (including uniformed groups of youngsters), 
Christingle and our Crib Service.   
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Pictures of our work with children and families 
 

                      
 In the Vicarage Garden – Children’s Church picnic     

 

  
                                                                Children’s Church birthday card for 550 year celebration – May 2010 
 
 

 
Children’s Church picnic in the Vicarage garden 
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WORSHIP 
 

In our Parish we aim to worship God, lead people to Christ and to build a loving 
Christian community.  We are continually searching for ways to take the Christian 
message out into the communities we serve.  Our congregations are growing and 
see worship as an important path to growth.  At present our Service pattern is:- 
 
 Holy Communion at 0800  1st Sunday at St Laurence 
      2nd, 3rd and 4th at St Augustine  
 
 Parish Communion at 0915 2nd and 4th Sundays at St Laurence 
 
                                 at 1100 2nd and 4th Sundays at St Augustine 
 
 Family Services at 0930  1st Sunday at St Laurence 
 
                            at 1100  1st Sunday at St Augustine  
 
  Morning Worship at 0915 3rd Sunday at St Laurence 
 
                                            at 1100 3rd Sunday at St Augustine  
 
On any month with a fifth Sunday we join together for one Parish Communion 
Service alternating the location between St Augustine and St Laurence.   
 
Children’s Church with crèche is held at St Augustine’s on each Sunday except 
the Family Service Sunday. 
     
Each Church has a number of Bible readers, intercessors and chalice helpers for 
whom a rota is prepared.   
 

At present we have no Sunday evening or midweek services except for two or 
three Evensongs per year, and Special evening communions to celebrate Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Ascension Day and Christmas.  
 
It is usual for liturgical dress to be worn at Holy Communion services.  A chasuble 
is also available for use at Wormley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacancy Morning Prayers 
During the Vacancy we have organised a prayer time on Wednesday morning starting at 
7.30 and finishing in time for commuters to catch their train to London.  We will be praying 
for the Parish, Bishops Alan Smith and Paul Bayes, Archdeacon Trevor Jones, Rural Dean 
Revd Carole Selby, members of the Peache Trust and all those involved in the selection of 
candidates.  We pray that potential candidates will recognise God’s calling and that we too 
will listen and hear His voice and respond to it. 
. 
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Our Churches 
 

St Augustine’s Broxbourne 
 

2010 has been a great year of celebration at St Augustine’s.  There is evidence that there 
was an earlier church building, but records confirm that the present church was 
completed around 1460.  We are proud that we are part of the Christian heritage which 
has been present here for over 550 years.  St Augustine’s is a Grade I Listed building 
with mainly flint faced rubble walls with Ashlar dressings.  The West tower has eight 
bells which are rung every Sunday and at weddings.  The church has three aisles and 
seats 320.  Although the Chancel was reordered in 1980 the Church retains many 
historical features including numerous wall memorials, hatchments, Royal Arms hiding a 
‘doom’ painting and impressive monuments and brasses.  The East window is a beautiful 
depiction of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 
 
The Churchyard is closed and is therefore maintained by the Borough Council.  There are 
two Gardens of Remembrance, one of which has recently been landscaped.  Church 
members are encouraged to keep these in good order.   
 
Expensive repairs to St Augustine’s in the past led to the formation of FOSTA (Friends 
of St Augustine’s Church.)  This group continues to contribute to major works such as the  
current project, to repair the crenellations on the south roof. 
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St Laurence, Wormley 

 
Visitors often ask why St Laurence Church is so far from the main centre of the 
population in the parish.  Ermine Street in Roman times was the main route from London 
to the North.  Holy Cross Hill now takes the course of Ermine Street and at its junction 
with the road leading to Wormley West End, a stone cross was erected in the 9th Century.  
Nearby stood the chapel of St Laurence and so in early Saxon and Norman times there 
were two buildings bearing witness to the Christian faith.  The church built in the twelfth 
century in its present position in Church Lane, is adjacent to the Manor House, 
Wormleybury which is now a consortium of private residences. St Laurence Church has 
been changed over the years, but has been lovingly maintained in good condition.  St 
Laurence is a Grade II Listed building, in the style of a small country church seating 180. 
It has a wooden bell cote with two bells, the external walls are mainly flint faced. The 
beautiful altar piece, painted in 1547 by Bassano, depicting The Last Supper was 
presented to the Church in 1797.  At Harvest Festival an apple is always put on the head 
of the bust of Sir Abraham Hume, to commemorate this. 
 
The Churchyard is closed and is therefore maintained by the Borough Council.  There is a 
new Garden of Remembrance and church members are encouraged to keep this in good 
order. 
    

� �
�

�
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The clergy serve individual parishes but each has the 
authority to minister throughout the area of the Group.  

The Group is committed and covenanted to each other to 
meet and pray together regularly. 

 
The Group currently works together in areas such as 

Bereavement Support, Marriage Preparation and 
Confirmation.  Information is shared and a Youth group 
drawing on young people from the Group’s Churches 

meets weekly. 
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The Vicarage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
          
          
          
           

The Basement 
There is a full sized basement which, many years ago, was accessed from a stairway  
in the hall, long since blocked up and removed.  As the house is built on a slope the  
metal staircase from the back door gives access to the garden on a level below the  
front, and the basement is accessed from the original back door at garden level. 

             
     Garden      

         This comprises a large lawn and borders surrounding, including a space that has  
         been used as a vegetable plot.        

  At the bottom of the garden is a magnificent copper beech tree.              

  
 
The use of the basement is strictly in the gift of the Incumbent.  In the past it has been used for 
Parish activities such as photocopying, youth group, crèche, storage etc.  However, if the 
incumbent or the Parish wish to use it they will be responsible for decorating it and carrying out 
any improvements they feel might be necessary. 
The Parish is mindful that the Vicarage is a family home and would always seek to ensure that 
privacy and security is maintained. 
 
 
 
 

                                                          There has been a  
                                                      Vicarage on this site for several 
                                             hundred years.  The present Vicarage was  
                               redesigned in 1823, hence the Georgian size and shape of  
                    the principle rooms.  Recent improvements have been made including a  
           new driveway, outside paths, and restoration of sash windows including glazing. 

Ground Floor 
A step up from the pavement in Churchfields leads onto a path through the 
hedged front garden to the front porch of the Vicarage. 
 

A large entrance hall leads to a study, cloakroom, sitting room, and kitchen.  In 
addition there is a dining room, accessed from the sitting room and kitchen. 
 

Access to the large garden is from the kitchen through the utility room and 
down a metal staircase. 

First Floor 
 

There are five good sized bedrooms, two with sinks. 
 

The family bathroom has an effective shower in bath and an airing cupboard. 
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The Vicarage 
in pictures 

 
 

 
Showing the proximity of the Vicarage to St Augustine’s Church. 
 

 

 
        View of the Vicarage, Churchfields, Broxbourne EN10 7AU 
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Parish Facilities 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Parish Centre is alongside the south side of St Augustine’s Church.  It 
was built in 1973, has two small halls, one small room, formerly used as a crèche 
room, a well equipped modern kitchen, cloakroom and toilets.  This building also 
houses the Parish Office.  Access to the Parish Centre is through double doors to 
the west, or disabled access through fire doors to the east of the building.  The 
door by the organ in church opens into a covered walkway into the Parish Centre.  
This year we completed a project to build an extension to the Parish Centre to 
accommodate a toilet for the disabled and baby changing facilities.  We think that 
this building is earthquake proof as it stands on 11 feet of footings!  The Parish 
Centre is convenient for Church functions and it is a light and welcoming 
building inside.  
 
Many community groups hire the hall including two Brownie packs, Handbell 
ringing groups, U3A, WEA groups, Parish Lunch and Women’s Evening Group.  
Church events such as Alpha, Baptism Preparation, Marriage Preparation 
meetings are also held here.   Quiz evenings and other fund raising events are also 
held here. 

 
Wormley Church Room is situated in the centre of Wormley which is about a 
mile from St Laurence Church.  A Post Office and Butcher’s have now disappeared 
from the centre but the area still remains a Conservation Area.  Travelling west the 
Church Room is the last building on the left before the hump bridge over the New 
River.  It has recently undergone extensive renovation with the help of Council 
Grants.  At present a pre school group, Puddleducks, uses the building on a daily 
basis.  The Church Room is also used by a Women’s group and a few other hirers. 
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Our Finances 
 

 
The overall financial position of the Parish is sound in that it has a positive cash flow and 
sufficient resources to meet its obligations without having to incur any borrowings.  
 
The PCC has approved a policy of maintaining free reserves at a sufficient level to meet 
between one year and one and a quarter year’s anticipated expenditure. 
 
The PCC has also approved a policy of giving ten per cent of general giving (including 
stewardship, tax recovered on it and collections in the plate) to Mission related activities 
and organisations.  Our Mission giving has increased over the last five years from £3,262 
to £6,556. 
 
The Parish has Stewardship renewal each year which includes providing information 
about our finances and any special needs during the coming year.  In 2010 there was also 
an opportunity to offer “Time and Talents” as well as a financial commitment.  As a 
result of this active stewardship renewal has increased from £28,732 in 2005 to £43,906 
in 2009. 
 
The Parish pays its Parish Share in full by standing order each month to ensure that it 
fulfils its financial responsibility to the Deanery and Diocese.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�
�
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The Parish of 
Broxbourne with 
Wormley is praying for 
a Rector who ........... 

is able to honour and 
respect the traditions of 
all our congregations 
and hold and respect 
the balance between 
them. 

has the vision, drive, 
energy and resilience to 
take our Parish forward 
to explore and develop 
ways of using our 
Churches and Halls more 
effectively. 

is approachable, a 
good listener; is an 
effective leader and 
team player able to 
encourage, motivate 
and delegate.  
 

is a biblically based 
leader and teacher 
with a passion for 
leading people to 
Christ and for 
deepening the faith of 
all. 

is compassionate, 
understands families and will 
provide strong pastoral 
support; is a good 
communicator with a sense 
of humour and willingness to 
join in pastoral and social 
activities. 

is rooted in Scripture and 
faithful prayer.   

can innovate and build 
on our existing 
strengths to share the 
Christian faith in our 
schools and 
communities. 
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